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No. 25

M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs,
to M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin.

Paris, November 25, 1931

ON November 22 I saw Count von Welczek, who informed me the
his Government accepts the draft which was communicated to yo
before your departure from Paris, the final text of which will be ser
to you without delay.

The German Ambassador added that Herr von Ribbentrop i
ready to come to Paris for the exchange of signatures, which coul(
take place between November 28 and December 3. Perhaps we shal
have to postpone the date by two or three days; I shall inform yoi
as soon as it is fixed.

GEORGES  BONNET.

No. 26

M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs,

to M. DE SAINT-QUENTIN, French Ambassador in Washington.

Paris, November 27, 1938.

IN my communication of October 3,1 I called your attention to
the possibilities of an international detente contained in the Munich
Agreement; it would have been inconsistent not to attempt to translate
such possibilities into actual facts in so far as this action was compatible
with the execution of the policy of national defence undertaken in
France as well as in England.

The communique which was published after an interview between
Mr. Neville Chamberlain and Herr Hitler on October 1 on the day
immediately following the signature of the Munich Agreement, showed
that both parties were at one in their desire for appeasement.

The Chancellor of the Reich, when he received M. Fran9ois-Poncet
for a farewell audience on October 19, declared himself ready to seek
means to improve Franco-German relations and to further the elements
tending to a rapprochement which are contained in the agreement of
September 29. At the same time, he made various suggestions to this
effect; the French Government, after examining them carefully,
informed Berlin as early as October 21 that they were prepared to
exchange views on this subject with the authorities of the Reich
without delay.

The two Governments soon arrived at an agreement on the text
of a declaration to be signed by the respective Ministers for Foreign
Affairs, which would stress the following main points:

(1) That pacific relations and a neighbourly attitude between
the two countries constitute an essential condition for the preservation
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